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Class Names for 2022-23

Each year, each classroom selects and votes on its class name according to a

new theme set forth each year. The tradition empowers children with a sense of

pride, belonging, group identity, and ownership of their school experience, and

takes the focus off of grade level.

This year's names are in and correspond to our theme of "Birds:" 

Kindergarten: *pending final class decision - a few students have been

absent, and the class wants to wait for their friends to return so that everyone

can have a vote.

1st/2nd Grade - Ms. Coria: Eagles

1st/2nd Grade - Ms. Dana and Ms. Kendra: Phoenixes

3rd Grade: Pigeons

4th Grade: Firehawks

5th Grade: Perfectly Preserved Prized Penguin Pops

6th/7th Grade - Mr. K:  McChickens

6th/7th Grade - Ms. Yamamoto: The 1980's Pelican Club

8th Grade: Club Pingu

Our mascot asks, "What, no hoot owls?"



The Phoenixes

Democracy in Action:
Town Hall Meetings are Back!

Our very first Town Hall meeting this year included all 3rd through 8th-grade

students. Due to Covid cohorting requirements, this is the first mixed-age

group Town Hall meeting since 2020. We're so happy to have this important

school tradition almost back in full swing, and look forward to expanding the

meeting to include K-2 soon.

Town Hall meetings are where students can resolve their own community

issues while learning how to implement democratic problem-solving strategies

that honor all the voices of their classmates and teachers. One important

custom in decision-making is to ask the outvoted side, "Can you live with this?"

In this case there was just one person on the losing side, a teacher, and he said

he could live with it. But the custom gives space for someone to offer a

compelling argument that might cause the majority to reconsider their

decision.

Here's how a recent issue unfolded, and how the students came to their own

solution:



The Problem: The issue at our first meeting was that the gym is very crowded

at recess. The previous policy required that organized games were only allowed

to take up half the court so that the other half could be used for free play.

However, this made it hard to play games like dodgeball in a way that was fun.

Many students wanted to use the full gym for games that required more space.

Proposals: 8th graders came to Town Hall with 2 possible solutions: 1)

everyone who arrives at the gym for recess could vote on the activity for the

day, or 2) we could form a committee of 3rd-8th graders that meets once a

month to set the gym recess schedule for the month. The idea, in either case,

was to have full-court organized games on at least some days.

Discussion and Solution: Students from all grades posed questions and

offered more suggestions. In the end, participants voted to try option #2 above,

forming a Gym Recess Committee to plan full-gym games for at least some days

each month —but in a way that gathered game preferences and suggestions

from the entire student body.



As a result of the meeting, a new suggestion box is now available and open for

any student in grades 3-8 to submit ideas for recess games to play in the Gym.

Each class will send a delegate to the new committee to review the suggestions

and come up with a schedule for the month that they think will be fun for

everyone.

The gym recess game or activity will

be announced each morning at Group

Gathering. Students will revisit this

decision at the next Town Hall

meeting to see how everyone likes the

way it is working.

Ms. Gloria Mitchell, our 8th-grade

teacher, weighs in: "In my class, we

have decided to rotate the job of

delegate to the Gym Recess

Committee, but other classes might

have different ways to choose who

attends."

"I think this was a good idea and has a fair chance of working out well!"

Seeing TCS Through New Eyes
 

Our new Office Clerk, Mr. Steve Krzak,



came to TCS from a similar position at an

Oak Park public elementary school. Here's

what he had to say after his first few

weeks at TCS:

Q. What's the most impressive thing

you noticed about TCS these first

few weeks?

S.K. The most impressive thing that I’ve

noticed is how helpful and caring

everyone is.

The faculty and staff are first-rate, the families I’ve met have been so kind and

I’ve been very impressed seeing students helping and guiding other students.

Walking past some of the classrooms during the day, it’s amazing to see

students engaged in the learning process.

Q. What surprised you the most -- something you didn't expect?  
 

S.K. What surprises me the most is seeing our students excited and eager to

learn each day. I did not expect to hear students enthusiastically discussing

their current and future classroom projects. Our weekly Woods Days also

surprised me. The value in that curriculum is priceless.  

Q. Any memorable student interactions?

S.K. During the first week of school, a student mentioned to me that they’d "be

in the office…a lot." Another student always reminds me that I escorted her to

the wrong classroom on the first day of school. (To be fair, I’m still learning

where the classrooms are located! ) One of our students asked if I’d be

working in the office every day. When I replied "yes," the student responded,

“That’s so cool!” And last week, when I was directing a younger student to the

library, they told me: “I know where that’s at. I’ve been here since

kindergarten.” 

Q. What sets TCS apart from your previous school?  

 

S.K. Coming from a crowded public school environment, I believe that the

smaller classroom sizes at TCS not only help students develop closer

relationships with their classmates, but also allows teachers to focus more on

each student. The classrooms here seem quieter and more manageable.

Q. Any other first impressions?



 

S.K. My overall impression of TCS is that it’s not only a place of collaborative

learning, it’s a community of hard-working, caring adults who are mentoring

our young scholars who will make a difference in the world.

More Good News:

Classes are starting to plan and
take field trips.

Kayaking on Wednesdays in the woods!
Read more...

 

A tradition of engineering
challenges continues in 4th grade.

Thanks to Betty and Kelly Kaczynski
for this amazing inner frame of a
piano that was dropped from a 2
story window. We immediately
added it to the Riverside where
students are exploring making
sounds with hands, sticks, etc. and
seeing firsthand a piano's innards
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